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Telegram from Alexander Graham Bell to Alexander

Melville Bell, June 4, 1882

To guard against mistakes on the lines of this Company, the sender of every message

should order it repeated; that is, telegraphed back from the terminus of said lines to the

Originating Office. For such repeating, the sender will be charged in addition, one half the

usual tolls of this Company, on that portion of its lines over which such message passes.

This Company will not assume any responsibility in respect to any Message beyond the

terminus of its own lines; and it is agreed between the sender of the following Message

and this Company, that said Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in

transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery to the next connecting Telegraph Company,

of any unrepeated message, beyond the amount of that portion of the charge which

may or shall accrue to this Company out of the amount received from the sender for

this, and the other companies, by whose lines such message may pass to reach its

destination; and that this Company shall not be liable for mistakes in the transmission or

delivery, or for non-delivery to the next connecting Telegraph Company, of any repeated

message, beyond fifty times the extra sum received by this Company from the sender for

repeating such message over its own lines; and that this Company shall not be liable in

any case for delays arising from interruptions the workings of its lines, nor for errors in

cipher or obscure messages. And this Company is hereby made the agent of the sender,

without liability, to forward any message over the lines of any other company to reach its

destination.

This Company is not to be liable for damages in any case, where the claim is not

presented in writing, within thirty days after the sending of the message.


